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EO TEENS 
1 O0 
Sir Fra raucis Head, Bart. 


8 I N. 
Þ OU will pardon the 

Liberty I take of Writ- 
ing to you in this publick 
Manner, toreturn my Thanks 
for the many Civilities I 
have received from your Fa- 
mily, The Death of your 
Hider Brother, depri ved me 
of the beſt and moſt ſincere 
F riend I ever met with. As I 
„( 3: ' 


DE PDfe irren 


had the Honour of a very 


long Attendance on him, in 


the Way of my Profeſſion, 


ſo, I may lay it, that except- 
ing his own Family, no one 


had a better Opportunity of 


being thoroughly acquainted | 


with him than my ſelf; and 
*tis with no {mall Pleaſure, 


that | ſpeak it, that he was a 


Gentleman of that ſweet and 
even Temper, that I believe 


no Inſtance can be given of 
his ever having ſaid or done 
an ill natur'd Thing in the 


whole Courſe of his Life. 


i 


As 


_ 1 n g—_——Y 


DEDICATION. 
As he was happy in a plen- 


tiful Fortune, ſo few or none 
ever made a better Uſe of 
it, than himſelf : For, all that 
had any Title to his Favour 
or Acquaintance, were {ſure 
to be the better for him, at 
one Time or other: This, I 
may ſay, and am ſure all that 
knew him, will bear Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of it, 
that *tis rare to meet with a 
Gentleman, who had fewer 
Faults and more good Quali- 


I know nothing, Sir, aan 


com penſate for this extraor- 


dinary 


DEDICATION. 


dinary Loſs to your Family, 
but the Hopes of ſeeing you 
one Day fit in the ſame Seat 
with thoſe few of your Rank, 

who have done Service to 
our Church, by entring in- 
to Holy Orders; and happy 
would it be, for this Church 
and Nation, if we could once 
ſee a Number of Gentlemen 
of your Condition among the 
Clergy, whoſe Fart and 
Education have ſet them a- 
bove all Views, but that of 
maintaining and advancing 
our Holy Religion; then, 

and not till then, may we 


Hops to leg Virtue and Vice 
meet 


DEDICATION. 


meet with their juſt Re- 
wards, and the Dignity of 
our Church kept up and pre- 


ſerved in the Character of 
its Miniſters; which is the 
hearty Wiſh of, 


C 


S I R, 
Tour moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Renſingron-Square, | 
Jan, 12, 1725-4) 


William Clinch. 
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AN 


Hiſtorical EI 


ON THE 
| Riſe and Progreſs 
Of THE 


s MAL L o x 


T may be Matter of 
Entertainment to the 
e Curious, to ſee the Riſe 
n and Progreſs of this 


e which of late Years 
ein 2008 


1 


(2) 


hath been ſo very mortal, that 
there is ſcarce a News. Paper pub- 
liſh'd, which doth not furniſh us 
with one or more Inſtances of 
its Fatality to ſome of the beſt 
Families in Europe: To ſettle the 
exact time of its Niſe is a Mat- 
ter of much Difficulty, but as it 
is without all Doubt a Diſeaſe 
of ſome Hundred Years ſtanding, 
yet is it far from being of that 
Antiquity, which ſome have ima- 
gin'd. I ſhall therefore examine 
how far it was known to the 
Ancients, and likewiſe give the 
Opinions of ſome of the beſt of 
the Modern Phyficians, about the 
Cauſe of its Origin in Human 
Bodies. « 


Some have carried their No- 
tions about the Antiquity of this 
Diſtem- 


(3) 


Diſtemper ſa high, as to ima- 
gine it to be one of the Scrip- 
tyre Diſeaſes, and think it the 
ſame, with that wherewith Job 
was afflicted, which is mention'd 
at the ſeventh Verſe, of his ſe- 
cond Chapter, when he was ſmit- 
ten with ſore Boils from the Sole 
bis Foot to the Crown of his 
Head ; but this ſeems to be pure 
Conjecture, for in the very next 
Verſe he is ſaid, to have ſate 
down in the Abbes, and to have 
taken what lay next at Hand, 2 
Pot ſberd or Piece of broken Pot 
to ſcrape off the Matter or Cor- 
ruption which iſſued from his Boils. 
Whereas the Matter contained 
in the Puſtules or Boils of our 
Small-Pox, ſeldom breaks forth, 
but dies away into a hard Scab, 
B 2 unleſs 


(4) 


unleſs the Veſi cles that contain 
it are broke by ſome external 
Vio ence, and in ſuch Caſe, would 
be far kom admitting ſo rough 
un lnſtrument to cleanſe it away, 
as was made uſe of by this I. 
Luſtrious Patriarch. | 


To give any particular Deno- 
mination to the Diſeaſe of this 
Holy Man, may be a Matter of 
nice and critical Enquiry, fince 
I know of none, either Divine, 
Critick, or Phyſician, who have 
done it hitherto, and moſt of the 
Commentators, when they come 
to this Part of his Misfortunes, 
ſpeak of them in ſuch doubtful 
and uncertain Terms, as leaves 
the curious Enquirer as much 
perplex'd in his Notions, as the 
bare Text it ſelf could 'poſlibly 


do, 


(.5') 
do, What Diſtemper this was, 
ſays * one of theſe, is uncertain, 
Some think it to have been an 
Elephantiaſis or Leprofie, but tis 
probable that it was an Evil of 
a much worſe Nature, and ſuch 
as perhaps no Man yet ever la- 
bour'd under. And as the State 
of Diſeaſes ſtood in thoſe Times, 
'tis not very eaſy to conceive 
one of a much worſe Nature, 
than that Species of Leproſie, 
which is term'd the Elephan- 
tiafis. X 


+ Codercus, who is one of the 
Criticks, tells us, this was un- 
doubtedly 


2 - * 


* Quod furrit morbi genus incertum eſt. Sunt qui firtent 
Elepbantiaſin aut Lepram fuiſſe, ſed vereſimile eſt, longe gra- 
vius malum fuije, & quali forſan nunquam, quiſquem 
kominum laborarit, Mercerus in Job Cap. 2. v. 7. 


F Critici ſacri Tom. 3. pag. 2923. 


* 


(6) 


doubtedly a very extraordinary 
Bodily Sickneſs, but doth not pre- 
tend to give it a Name. How- 
ever, notwithſtanding the Silence 
and ' Uncertainty of Criticks and 
Commentators on this Head, I 
ſhall: venture to make one Obſer- 
vation from Scripture it ſelf, which 
may ſerve ta give ſome Light 
into the Nature of Job's Diſtem- 
per; which is, that the Word 
which we tranſlate Boils, Fob 2. 
Be. is in the Hebrew pro which 
is by Buxtorf interpreted, Ulcus, 
| Inflammatio, Apoſtema, and by Pag- 
ninu from Rab. David, ſuch an 
* Ulcer as ariſes from Heat, and 
1s the very ſame Word that is 

us'd of the Egyptian Boil, and 
the Leproſie through all the Boobs | 
of 


475 


of the * Pentateuch ; ſo that if 1 
might be allow'd to gueſs at the 
Malady of this righteous Perſon, 
I ſhould judge him to have been 


Fl Leper. 


Thoſe, w who will have this Di- 
ſremper known to the Ancient 
Greeks, have little more than a 
bare Word or two to ſupport 
their Opmion. The Exanthemata, 
of Fxamthiſmata of Hippocrates, 
were Rifings on the Skin, of 
which there were many different 
Sorts by him defcrib'd, none of 
Which had any ſuch Refemblance 
to the preſent Small-Pox, as that it 
tn de collected from thence, that 


this 


* Exod. 9, 10, 1. Ltvit, T3, 78, 19, 20. 23. 
Deuter. 28, 27, 35. 


(8) 


this Ancient Phyſician had any 
Knowledge of it. | 


The Old Romans ſeem to have 
been as little acquainted with this 
Diſeaſe, as the Ancient Greeks. + 
Pliny, the Naturaliſt, who liv'd 
in the firſt Century, hath reckon- 
ed up all the Diſeaſes that were 
new at Rome in his time, but 
makes no mention of this; nor 
is the Word Pariolæ, by which 
we expreſs this Malady, to be 
met with in any Author, before 
the Eleventh Century. * Conflan- 
tinus Africanus, and eminent Phy- 
fician and learned Linguiſt, who 


lived in that Age, is probably the 
Firſt 


— — 


1 Lib. 26, cb. 1: & ſeq. 
* Dus Freſne Gloſs: «d Script: Med. & Infim. latinit, 


os 


j U 
. || 
Firſt, who ever uſed this Word to 
ſigniſie the Small-Pox. Marius 11 
Aventicenſis, who was Biſhop of | 11 
Lauſanne, and lived in the Seventh 1 
Century, hath theſe remarkable 1 
Words, Hoc anno morbus validus cum i 
profluvio ventris V variola Galliam 8 
Italiamq; valde afflixit ; but 'tis | [oi 
very plain from this Paſſage, that _ 1 
the Word Variola was then only | "yl 
uſed to expreſs a particular Symp- 114 
tom of a Diſeaſe; but in the | j | 
Twelfth Century, when the Small- 1 
Pox came to be a very common 1 1 
Diſtemper, this Word was taken om 
up by the European Phyſicians, to 1 fl 
|  fignifie this Diſeaſe ; the firſt Ap- wh 
pearances of which had probably | RY 
a very great Similitude ro thoſe (| j 
Spots or Eruptions, which they . 
had frequently obſerved in Malig- Wl | 
nant Fevers, and which they had 1 | 
2 been 9 
| " 
| $i} 
ö 1 
} 


(10 


been uſed to expreſs by the Word 
Variola. And, as Pliny hath ob- 
ſerved of the Gout, that it was a 


new Diſeaſe in 1taly, becauſe it 
wanted a Latin Name, ſo I can- 


not but think 1t highly probable, 
that the Small-Pox and the Word 
Fariolæ, by which it is called in the 
Latin Tongue, are almoſt Co-eval;; 
conſequently, that it could not be 
known in Europe, long before the 
Time, which I have fixed for the 
Ocigin of this Word. | 


Thoſe Marks, or Spots in the 
Face, which the Romans called 
Vari, and from whence this Mo- 
dern Word is derived, were very 
different from the Small. Pox, being 
what the Patient brought into the 
World with him, as plainly ap- 
pears by 7 «/y's Jeſt upon Servilius 

Tſauricus, 


„ . 0q@8X Vo R$ ee 


(ELD 


Tſauricus, who was marked with 
them, when he ſays to him“ Miror 
quid ſit, quod pater tuus bomo con ſtan- 
tiſſimus, te nobis Varium reliquit; 
calling him Farium, quod varijs eſ- 
ſet deformis ; for he expreſly ob- 
ſerves, that it was his Father that 
made him ſo, and not the Diſeaſe, 
as hath been very juſtly obſerved 
by the Famous Huetius. 


It maybe further remarked, that 
if this, or any other Word had 
been uſed by the Ancients, to ſig- 
nifie this Diſtemper, there had been 
no Occaſion to have coined a new 
One ;fince it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the Raman Diction could not 
ſtand in need of any modern E- 
mendation. Ne 

| ©. Corne- 


* © ww oy w———_—_ 


-” . Lib. 6. Cap. 4. in Iſauricum. 


(12) 


* Cornelius Cel ſus, who lived in 
the ſame Age with Pliny, but 
ſomewhat earlier, appears likewiſe 
altogether a Stranger to it; he hath 
given us indeed, a whole Section 
on the different 'Sorts of Puſtules, 
where he could not have failed to 
mention the Small-Pox, had he 
known it ; but the Account he 
gives, is only a Tranſcript from 
the Greeks, -and chiefly from Hip- 
pocrates, of whom he is known to 
be. ſo great an Admirer, that one 
cannot read a ſingle Page through- 
out his whole Works, without 
being put in mind of the Value 
and Eſteem he had for this great 
Man. Galen, who flouriſh'd about 
150 Years after _ vix. about 
the 


Py | ; TWP MEE dg IV 
+ Celſus Iib. cap. 283 / di. I duns 
e e e een @ 26 


(13) 


the Year 140, and of whoſe Writ- 
ings we have a much larger Col- 
lection, than of any Phyſician of 
thoſe Times, hath not given the 
leaſt Hint from whence it can be 
collected, that he had any Know- 
ledge of this Diſtemper, although 
there are ſome, who affirm, that he 
both knew \it, and hath given 
Rules for the Method of irs Cure, 


Nor have any of the Greek Phy- 
ſicians, who lived between Hippo- 
crates and Galen, as Aretæus and 
Epbeſius, or thoſe: who lived after 


them, as, Ætius, Aigineta, Oriba- | " 
ſues and T rallianus, made the leaſt W's 
mention of it; and altho Chrono- 1 
logiſts do not agree in an exact : is | 
Computation of the Time, when 11 
each of theſe flouriſh'd, yet it is Wil il 
certain, that they all lived between 14 
the 1 
1 
4 


(14) 

the Firſt and Fifth Centuries ; a 
very plain Indication, that there 
was no ſuch Diſtemper for fo many 
Hundred Years together. Nor is 
it any Argument to ſay; that the 
Name and Nature of this Diſtem- 
per may be fo far changed, at this 
Diſtance of Time, that it is a dif- 
ficult Matter to trace it out of the 
Writings of theſe ancient Authors, 
fince the Deſcription they have gi- 
ven of moſt Diſeaſes is ſo very juſt 
and accurate, and ſo little different 
from what they are at this preſent 
Time, that whoeyer will give him- 
ſelf the Trouble to compare their 
Writings with our modernAuthors, 
will think. the latter, little more 
than a Tranſlation of the former. 


„ and others, ho 3 
have this Diſtemper e hundred 
Vears 


(15) 


Years older, than it really is, tells 
us, that it was known to the Greeks, 
by the Name of Exanthemata; 
and to the Lat ins, by that of Pu- 
ſtulæ; but J have already obſerved, 
that the Word Exanthemata was 
uſed only 'by the Greeks, to fignihe 
cuticular Eruptions in general, and 
not one particular Diſtemper like 
our Small-Pox ; ſo likewiſe was 
the Word Puſtule by the | Latms,; 
and“ Celſus, who was probably one 
of the Firſt, who uſed it, meant 
the very ſame Thing by Puſtale, 
as Hippocrates did by Exanthemata, 


Beſides all this, the Method of + 
Practice in the Cure of their Ex- 
aut hemata and Puſtule, which was 

chiefly 


„ 


Cor. Cel. lib, 5. cap. 28. 
f Oribas. lib. 3. de morb. Curar. cap. 21. /Egmeta- 
lib. 1. cap. 6. Colſus lib. 5. cap. 28. | 


(16) 
chiefly by Purging, Bathing and 
Ointments, ſufficiently ſhews how 
different they were from our Small- 
Pox. Celſus particularly adviſes 
Walking and Exerciſe ; a Practice 
ſo Repugnant to the Nature of this 
Diſtemper, that it is doing Diſ- 
honour to the very Memory of 
theſe illuſtrious Founders of the 
Art, to ſuppoſe them at all ac- 
quainted with the Diſeaſe, and to 
proceed ſo irrationally in its Cure. 


Nor is it certain, or even credi- 
ble, that the Small- Pox was known 
till near 500 Years after Galen; al- 
tho many, both Phyficians and 
Hiſtorians, have imagined it to be 
of a much earlier Date. Monſieur 
+ Huet thinks the Diſeaſe, which 


made 


* 
— — 1 W "On "0 — — 
— 
— — — 
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(17) 

made ſuch Havock in France, in 
the Reign of King Childebert, a- 
bout the Year 520, mention'd * by 
Gregory de Tours in thele Words, 
Cum puſults N veſicis, quæ multum 
populum affecerunt morte, cannot be 
underftood of any Thing elſe but 
the Small-Pox ; but I ſce no Rea- 
ſon why this may not intend an 
Erifipilous, or any other eruptive 
Fever, rather than the Small-Pox ; 
fince the Words Puſulæ and Ve- 
ſicæ, will better bear ſuch a Con- 
ftruction, eſpecially, if we conſi- 
der, that thoſe were Epidemical 
Diſtempers at, and ſome hundred 
Years before that Time. 


For a long Time, Greece was the 
Seat of all Human Learning - for 
| D "with 


r 


Lib. 6. cap. 14. 


(19) 
which, three Cauſes are common- 
ly aſſigned : Firſt, the Conqueſt of 
Alexander the Great ; Next, the 
Copiouſneſs of the Language, to- 
gether with the Love the People 
had to the Sciences, ſpeculative 
Learning and Civility, whereof the 
Greeks were Grand Maſters, ac- 
counting all other Nations Barbari- 
ans beſides themſelves ; Thirdly, 
the natural Inclination and Dex- 
terity they had to Commerce, 
whereunto, they addicted them- 
ſelves more than any other Nation; 
and which was one Reaſon, why, 
in all Places, they generally colo- 
nized the Maritime Parts ; but, in 
Tra& of Time, as this mighty 
Empire declined, and Rome was 
"raiſed out of the Aſhes of Car- 


thage, ſo, for ſome hundred Years, | 
all 


11 


(19) 

all Arts and Sciences were con- 
fined to the Roman Empire; and 
tho* the Romans always endea- 
vour'd, where ever they ſet up 
their Eagle, to have introduced 
their Language, yet it doth not 
appear, that it was ever vulgarly 
ſpoken any where, but in that Part 
of Italy, called Latium, which is 
now known by the Name of Com- 
pagna di Roma: But when this 
vaſt Empire came to be divided, 
That Politeneſs and Literature, for 
which they had been as much 
famed, as for their Conqueſts, 
ſeemed wholly to leave them, and 
to take up its Reſidence, on the 
Sea-Coaſts of Africa, and on the 
Borders of the Red-Sea, where the 
Arabic Tongue, which is of vaſt 
Expanſion, was vulgarly ſpoke ; 

Oct D 2 for, 


(20) 

for, beſides the three Arabia s, it 
was the common Speech of Syria, 
Meſopotamia, Paleſtine and Egypt, 
and of all that Tract of Land 


which is now called Barbary ; and 
as this was, at that T1 me, the Seat 


of Learning, ſo 'tis in the Wri- 
_ tings of theſe Arabian Phyſicians 
and Hiſtorians, that we find the 
firſt mention of the Small-Pox. 
Avicenna, Avenzoar and Rhaſes, 
have all of them deſcribed and 


ſpoke of it, as a very familiar 
Diſeaſe in their Time; one of 


whom, Rbaſes, lived in the Be- 
ginning of the Tenth Century; 2 
but they have left us entirely in 


the Dark, as to the Time of 
its Riſe : However, it is highly 


credible, that it had its firſt Be- 
FP Rnung in the Seventh Century, ar 
mong 


( 21 ) 
mong the * Ag yptians, from whom 
it was broughtinto Europe, and was 
probably the Offspring of ſome 
violent Peſtilence, which that Coun- 
try is known, ſo frequently, to 
produce, and to which this Diſ- 
eaſe hath ſo near a Reſemblance. 
For, 'tis remarkable, that the ſame 
Qualities in the Air, which breed 
the Plague, do likewiſe occaſion 
the Small-Pox, which is conſtant- 
ly Rife among the 'Agyprians, 
twice a Year ; and is ſo very Ma- 
lignant at + Grand Cairo in the hot- 
teſt of their Summer Months, 
Which are March, April and May, 
as to be little Lotion in its Mor- 
tality, to the Plague it ſelf. The 
Cauſe of which, is ſaid to be this: 


About the Middle of June, the Mile 


begin- 


— 


* Se Friend's Epiſtola de 8 Pag. 96. 
F Pros, Alpin. de Med. Egypt, lib, 1. ch. 14. 
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(22) 
beginning to ſwell, and by Degrees, 
to overflow its Banks, Part of its 
Waters, in their Courſe, fall into 
a Canal, by the Inhabitants called 
Caleg, which paſſes through this 
City, where it continues to flow 
till the Midddle of October, and 
ſometimes the Beginning of No- 
vember, at which Time, the Wa- 
ters begin to fall, and return again 
into their proper Channel; ſo that 
then, theWater in the Canal of the I | 
City, being no longer kept in Mo- 
tion by the Flowing of the Nile, 
ſtagnates, turns firſt green, then 
black, and ſends forth a filthy 
Stench, which by the violent Heat 
of their firſt Summer Months, is 
ſo far heighten'd and increaſed, as 
to cauſe ſuch a Degree of Putrefac- 
tion in the Air, as never fails to in- 
fect its Inhabitants with this and 

other 
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other Epidemical Diſtempers, to 
which the unwholſome Diet of the 
meaner Sort, ſuch as Salt-Fiſh and 
Cheeſe, bad Beef and Camels- 
Fleſh, and above all, the Want of 
good Water to drink, doth greatly 
contribute. 


Nor do they grow healthy till 
Fune, at which Time the North- 
winds conftantly begin to blow, 
which are ſoon followed by the 
overflowing of the Nile; both 
which, by refreſhing the parched 
Earth, cooling and ventilating the 
Air, do ſo far purihe and cleanſe 
it, as to leave them in a tolerable 
State, till the Beginning of the next 
Summer. 


* Having 
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* Having had this Occaſion to 
ſpeak of ſome of the Effects of 
this, ſo much famed River, I ſhall 
trouble the Reader with one' Ob- 
fervation about it, of a very rare 
and uncommon Nature ;- which 1s, 
that if any Portion of its Earth, 
ſuppoſe an Ounce, or more, be ta- 
ken and kept cloſe and dry from 
all manner of Moifture, it will be 
found upon repeated Tryals, to 
keep exactly the ſame Weight for 
many Months together, *till the 
17th Day of June, which is the 
Day on which annually, the Waters 
of the Nile begin to ſwell and in- 
creaſe, at which Time the Earth 
will be found augmented in its 
Weight ; and in Proportion as that 


is 
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* Proſp. Alpin,/ib, 1. cap. 8. 


(25) 
is increaſed, they make a Judg- 
ment of the Future Inundation ; 
inſomuch, that they are able to 
tell before hand, by this Experi- 
ment, exactly how manyCubits the 
Waters will riſe, and fo to provide 
againſt it accordingly. This Ex- 
periment, not being ſo generally 
taken Notice of, I could not paſs 


it over, tho' Foreign to the Sub- 
ject in Hand. 


* The Progreſs of the Small- 
Pox, for the next Four Centuries, 
hath been ſet forth, with much 
Accuracy and great Judgment, by 
the Learned Dr. Fremd ; ſo that 
tis ſufficient to refer the Reader to 
him, for a full Satisfaction, in the 
Affair. I ſhall only obſerve, that 


E this 
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* Friend's Epiſtola de Purgantibus, pag. 96. 
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this was ſo familiar a Diſtemper in 
the Eighth Century, that there 
were great Numbers of People, 
who carried undeniable Marks of 
its Severity, in their Faces; and 
altho', it might not then be ſo fa- 
tal, as in after times, yet have we 
an Inſtance, in the Hiſtory of the Sa- 
racens, of a Chalif who died of it, 
about the Middle of the Eighth 
Century. And the Author of a 
Genealogical Manuſcript, written 
in Latin, ſays, that Baudoin, 
Earl of Flanders, died of the 
Small-Pox, and was buried in the 
Abbey of St. Bertin: This is pro- 
bably the ſame Perſon mention'd 
to have died of this Diſeaſe, about 
the Year 961, by Monſ. Fauchet, 
in kis Antiquities of France, lib. 

12. 


e 
7 See Morrery, 
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12. ch. x4. In the Year 815, Ca- 
lif Aldala began his Reign in A- 
rabia, a Perſon of that laudable 
Diſpofition, that he ſent Ambaſſa- 
dors, expreſly to Conſtantinople, to 
get Books in all Arts and Sciences, 
which he cauſed to be tranſlated in- 
to the Arabic Language, in order 
to excite, in his Subjects, a Deſire 
after Learning. Iheſe Beginaings 
of Literature among them, were 
ſo far cultivated and improved, that 
in Proceſs of Time, they came to 
have ſettled Univerſities among 
them, at Tunis, Tripoli, Fez and 
Morocco; and having afterwards 
carried their Conqueſts into Spazn, 
they founded a Univerſity at Cor- 
duba, which produced ſome of 
the greateſt Phyſicians and Phi- 
loſophers, that were, at that 
Time, in the whole World, ſuch as 

E 2 Avicenna, 
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* Avicenna, Averrhoes, Avenzoar, 


Rhaſis Meſue and the Famous 
Rabbi Mayſes Maimonides, who all 
flouriſh'd much about the ſame 


Time, and moſtly in the Twelfth 


Century. In the Writings of ſome 
of theſe, we find, not only this 
Diſtemper, but all Parts, both of 
Phyſick and Philoſophy, very di- 
{creetly handled, which ſoon after, 
by the Death of theſe great Lumi- 
naries of the Age, ſeem'd to be ex- 
tinguiſh'd, and all ſorts of Lear- 
ning to be under an Eclipſe for 
near Three Hundred Years. For, 
from this Time, to the latter End 
of the Fifteenth, or the Beginning 
of the Sixteenth Century, we find 
but very little about this Diſeaſe ; 
but it then became ſo common in 

this 


—— 


Fe Lind, de Script- med, Caſtell. in Vit. Medie. 
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this Part of the World, that there 
is hardly a Phyſician of any Note, 
who hath not wrote upon the Sub- 
ject. Trunconius, Minadous, Cam- 
polongus, Antonius Portus, Mar- 
cellus Donatus, were among the 
chief Writers on this Diſtemper in 
Italy, in the Sixteenth Century. 
In France, Paræus and Fernelius, 
Cotemporaries with the Former, 
have both written on it, with ma- 
ny others ; from which Time they 
became ſo numerous, that, I be- 
lieve, there is ſcarcely a conſidera- 
ble Town, or City in Europe, that 
hath not one or more Authors to 
produce, who have given their 
Judgment upon it ; inſomuch, 
that the Writers became almoſt as 
Epidemical as the Diſeaſe. And 
as the Authors on this Diſeaſe, 
were many, ſo alſo, were their O- 

| pinions 
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pinions about the Cauſe of it. The 
Arabians, who were the Firſt that 
have given a plain and clear De- 
ſcription of it, finding it a Diſeaſe, 
which all Mankind were liable to, 
once at leaſt, in the Courſe of 
their Lives; that Children parti- 
cularly, were-more ſubje& to be 
attack'd by it in their Infancy, and 
that there were Inſtances of ſome, 
who brought it into the * World 
with them, thought the Seeds of 
this Diſtemper, were ſuck'din with 
the Nouriſhment in the Womb, 
which being afterwards put in Mo- 
tion by a Malignant Air, raiſed 
that Ferment 1n the Blood, which 
threw of thoſe Particles, which 
cauſed the Puſtules in the Small- 
Pox. | 

Genti· 
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* Hildan, Cent 4 Obſervat. 55 & 56. 
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'  Gentilis, Fernelius, Mercurialis 
and others, are of a different O- 
pinion ; and ſeeing many, who 
had arrived at the Age of Sixty 
or. Seventy before they were at. 
tack d by this Diſeaſe ; and many 
Hundreds of others, who had 
gone to the Grave, in an advanced 
Age, without ever having it at all, 
thought it difficult to conceive how 
the Seeds of a Diſtemper ſhould 
continue latent in the Body fo 
long a Time, eſpecially, when they 
conſidered, that many of thoſe 
very Perſons, had been oftentimes 
aſſaulted with Fevers, and other 
fimilar Diſtempers; which had the 
Seeds of the Small- Pox been in the 
Blood, muſt probably have pro- 
duced that Diſtemper. 


There 
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There is one Caſe indeed, which 
ſeems to make much for this Opt- 
nion, which is that of the Bite of 
a Mad Dog, where the venomous 
Seeds have been known to lie con- 
cealed a very conſiderable Time, 
before they have broke out upon 
the Patient. * Albertus Magnus 
affirms, that he hath known "his 
ſort of Poiſon lie in the Body 
Twelve Years after the Receipt of 
the Injury, before it hath diſco- 
vered it ſelf; and Alſabaravius, 
an Eminent Arabian Phyſician, ſays, 
that he hath experienced it to lie 
Dormant Forty Years, before it 
produced any vifible Effects; 
And I am very credibly informed, 
that tis not many Years ſince the 

Effects 
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* Lib. 7. de Animal, cap. 2. 
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Eſſects of this Poiſon, fatally broke 
out upon a Gentleman at Bath, 
above Twenty Years after he had 
been bit: The Caſe, as I remember, 
is this. A Gentleman came to Bath 
to drink the Waters for ſome Indiſ- 
poſition, and after drinking them 
a few Days, began to feel a Pain 
in one of his Hands near his Thumb, 
which growing troubleſome to him, 
he asked his Phyſician about it, who 
preſcribed what he thought pro- 
per. The Pain ſtill continuing and 
increaſing, the Patient, in a ſhort 
Time, began to have a Diſguſt to all 
manner of Liquids; upon which his 
Phyſician asked him, if he had ever 
been bit by a mad Dog; at firſt, he 
ſeemed a little ſurpriaed at the Que- 
ſtion, and, upon Recollection, told 
him, thatbe had; and that it was 
* 213130 1s no! F On e in 
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in that very Part of his Hand, 
where he had all along felt the 
Pain; but that it was above Twen- 
ty Years fince. This Patient died 
in a very few Days after. 


This is, undoubtedly, a very ex- 
traordinary Caſe; and how theſe 
venomous Sparks can lie ſo long 
concealed, before they break out in- 
to a Flame, muſt ſtill remain a Se- 
cret to Mankind; for thoſe, w ho have 
hitherto endeavoured to account for 
it, might have ſaved themſelves 
the Trouble, for any new Lights 
or Advantages, which their Reaſon- 
ings have afforded us; but to return, 


Theſe Phyſicians having like- 
wiſe obſerved, that the Small- Pox 
had no particular Times, in which 
it was more Rife than at others; 

that 


(35) 


that it was equally liable to break 
forth and become Epidemical in 
in every Seaſon of the Year, in 
cold, as well as hot Weather ; that 
it ſometimes had large Intervals, 
in which for many Months, and 
even Years, it was hardly heard of, 
and then again became ſo very ge- 
neral, that few or none eſcaped it ; 
and finding it neceſſary to impute, 
ſo univerſal a Diſeaſe, to ſome 
common Cauſe, have deduced its 
Original, from a malignant Con. 
ſtitution of the Air, as being leaſt 
liable to Objections, of any of 
thoſe numerous Opinions, which 
have been given about it. One of 
theſe, Mercurialis, a Perſon of ſo 
great Fame and Reputation in his 
Profeſſion, that he was ſent for out 
of Italy to Vienna, to cure Maxi- 
milian the Second, hath advanced 

F 2 an 
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an Opinion different from any of 
the Former. He imagins this to be 
an Hereditary Diſtemper, and that 
every Perſon, deſcended from Pa- 
rents who have had it, have an in- 
nate Character ſtamped upon their 
Blood, whereby they are ever ſub- 
je& to be attack'd with it at, one 
Time or other.“ Sennertus, Wo 
lived with and many Years after 
Mercurialis, wholly rejects this 
Opinion, as having no Foundation, 
in Reaſon, to ſupport it; and asks 
the Queſtion, why if it were an 
Hereditary Diſeaſe, it is not like 
them, ſubject to frequent Returns; 
likewiſe, why a Perſon, who hath 
once had the Plague, may not, as 
well, communicate a Diſpoſiti tion 


to his Iſſue, of receiving that Diſ- 
eaſe, 


— — 
1 


— 


* Sennertus lib, 4. cap, 12. 
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eaſe, as this. To which he an- 
ſwers, that when once Nature hath 
overcome the Malignity of the Di- 
ſtemper, the very Seeds of it are 
thereby, ſo far eradicated, as not to 
leave the leaſt Diſpofition of falling 
into it again; and this he thinks 
one Reaſon, why Perſons are ſel- 
dom ſeen to have the Small-Pox 
or Meaſles more than once in the 
Courſe of their Lives. Theſe, 
and ſuch as theſe, were the Opini- 
ons and Reaſonings of the Phyſi- 
cians of that Time, who being 


moſt of them Men of Character, 


and Profeſſors in the Univerſities 
of Italy, France and Germany, ne- 
ver failed to diſtinguiſn themſelves 


by their particular Doctrines, in 


which they were ſure to be main- 
tain'd by their Pupils and Adhe- 


rents, how well or ill ſoever they 


were founded. Our 
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Our Countryman, Dr. Willis, 
as he is not altogether in the ſame 
Sentiments with the foremention'd 
Authors, ſo neither doth he re- 
ject their Opinions; but chuſes 
rather to aſcribe the Original of 
the Small-Pox to a Complication 
of Cauſes put together, of which 
he particularly Names three, vix. 
Contagion received from ſome in- 
fected Place; the Diſpoſition of the 
Air; and an  immoderate Diſorder 
of the Blood and Humours. For 
the Firſt of theſe, he appeals to 
daily Experience ; and farther tells 
us the Manner how this Diſeaſe 
is ſpread by Contagion, viz. That 
from an infected Body Effluvia 
continually flow, which being re. 

ceived 
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* Willis de Variolis & Morbillis, cap. 15. 
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ceived by other Bodies, do im- 
mediately corrupt and taint the 
Blood, and thereby ſtir up the la- 
tent Seeds of this Diſtemper ; * but 
the Way and Manner of propa- 
gating a | Diſeaſe by Contagion 
from an infected Body, hath lately 
been fhewn with ſo much Judg- 
ment and Perſpicuity, as makes it 
wholly unneceſſary to inſert the O- 
pinion of this, or any other Author, 


on that Subject. 


That this Diſtemper is ſome- 
times owing to a peculiar Diſpofi- 
tion of the Air, is not only the 
Opinion of Dr. Willis, but of all 
others likewiſe, who have treated 
of it; hence, they ſay, it is, that 

It 


__ — 


* See Dr. Mead's Piſconrſe on Peſtilential Contagion, 
Pag- 12. 
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it becomes ſo popular, and rages 
with ſo much Violence through 
whole Countries, Cities and Vil- 
lages 


: Hence alſo it proceeds, that 
it is more - Epidemical at ſome 
Times and Seaſons, than at others; 
hence again, that it is ſometimes 
ſo very Mortal, and at other Times 
ſo very Mild and Favourable ; vis. 
juſt as it hath contracted more or 
leſs of a malignant Quality from 
the Air. From this Cauſe it is, 
that we often ſee it attended with 
plack and purple Spots, which 

have ſo much of the N ature af _ 

Plague it felf. or; 


That the Small-Pax "_ ade 
times, owe its Riſe to having the 
Blood and Humours put into too 
violent a Commotion, this Author 
makes no manner of doubt, fince 

n * 
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he had frequen'ly obſerved Perſons 
to fall into it, after being over- 
heated by immoderate Exerciſe ; 
or forfeited by too plentiful a Re- 
paſt, when there had been no pre- 
cedent Contagion, no malignant 
Conſtitutiun of the Air, or any 
ane Perſon ſick of it, for many 
Miles round the Country, to which 
it could poſſibly be imputed. 


614 might here go on and ſhew, 
that theſe were not only the Opi- 
nions of the Authors, from which 
they are cited, but of all others 
likewile, of any conſiderable Cha- 
ractet, that have treated of this 
Diſeaſe : But, as 1 fear, I have al- 
ready been too long upon this Part 
of my Subject, I thall return to 
ſhew the Advances that have been 

G made 


() - © 
made by this Diſtemper, in an- 
other Part of the World. | 


About the Year 1492, or as ſome 
have it, 1497, the Grand Conti- 
nent of America was firſt diſco- 
ver'd by the Spaniards; where 
they had not long been ſettled, be- 
fore they * brought this Diſtemper 
in among the Natives, which be- 
fore had never been heard of in 
thoſe Parts ; and as it is known to 
be both more Infectious and more 
Mortal, in Hot than Cold Coun- 
tries, the Hiſtorians, of thoſe 
Times, inform us, that it was 
extremely Mortal among them; 
and that the Brother of Motexuma, 
King of Mexico, died of it: So 
95 that 
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that about this Time, its Infe&ion 
was ſpread through all Parts of 
the known World, to which. the 
Commerce of the Levant, fo apt- 
ly fituated to propagate it, from 
its Fountain Head, did not a little 
contribute. Pl 
For, as Seed ſown in its proper 
Soil, never fails to produce a plen- 
tiful Harveſt, ſo this Diſeaſe, which 
is highly Inflammatory 3 in its Na- 
ture, having got into a ſuitable 
Clime, became ſo very Epidemi- 
cal, that, in leſs than a Century, 
it had deſtroyed a very great Part 
of the Inhabitants ; ; and in one 
Year, -viz. * 1590, it fo ſpread it 

346 ſelf 


* as 


et 4 . 


* Ke a Letter of Ch. Uſſano te Gonſalvo de Solana 
written from Potoſi, 20th July, 159 0, 
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ſelf; all along the Coaſt of Peru, 
that it entirely ſwept away all the 
Indians, Mallatoe's and Meſtico's, 


in the Cities of Potofſi and De 14 
Paz, and the adjacent Countries; 
inſomuch, that the Mines lay neg- 
lected for a confilerable Time, bez 
fore any freſh Hands could be got 
to work them. And which is've- 
ry” remarkable, notwithſtanding it 
raged | with: "that Violence, there 
was not one Spaniard who died 
of it, whith Tooked like a Sott of 
Sympatfh in the Climate; for altho? 
the Air was fo highly infected, as it 
muſt. neceſſarily be, "Where the 
Mortality was fo great, yet it 
Had no Power of communicating 
any ſtrong Degree of Contagion, 
to any but its own Natives. But 
ir is not to be admired, that the 

Small- 


. 
Small-Pox -ſhould prove ſo De- 
ftructive to fuch 4 People, who 
had no Medicine, no Kind of Help 
but the meer Strength of Nature, 
to carry them through it; and 
even that too, very much weaken'd 
and infeebled for want of a proper 
Regimen in ſuch a critical Cenjunc- 
ture; ſince in thete Northern Parts, 
where we have had ſuch long Ex- 
perĩence, and all poſſible Helps fox 
the Management of it, it ſometimes 
ſnamefully Defeats all Human Aſ- 
fiſtance, to the utter Extirpatiqn 
of ſome of the beft Families in 
Chriſtendom. 


* Helbigin aſſerts, that they 

never had any Small-Pox in the 
Fe 2 
21 Bibliotheca Medico praddies, Tom · 4. pag. 716. 
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Eaſt-· Indies, till after the Dutch 
came and made their Settlements 
among them ; and that the firſt 
Sallies of this new Diſeaſe, were 
ſo Fatal, and raiſed ſuch a Terror 
among the Natives, that it was 
with great Difficulty, -that they 
were afterwards brought to admit 
of any Commerce with the Euro- 
peaus in the South Eaſt Iſles, for 
fear of having this deſtroying 
Angel brought in among them. 
But of late, both here and in the 
South Weſt Parts of America, it 
hath been much more favourable 
to them, iſince they have been bet- 
ter acquainted with it, excepting 
at ſome particular Seaſons, when 
there has been a Number of Cauſes, 
which have concurred to make it 
more than ordinarily Malignant: 
A For, 
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For, tho' it be certain, that this 
Diſtemper 1s in it ſelf Inflamma- 
tory, and conſequently any great 
Degree of Heat muſt heighten and 
increaſe it, yet this Inconveniency 
is greatly qualified by a conſtant 
and liberal Perſpiration, whereby 
great Loads of Matter are carried 
off, through the Pores of the Body, 
which would otherwiſe clog and 
and interrupt the Motion of the 
Spirits, and ſo render them inca- 
pable to ſupport the Patient in 
the Courſe of the Diſtemper; and 
for want of this free and eaſy Per- 
ſpiration it is, that in theſe Nor- 
thern Countries we are forced to 
have Recourſe to Art, to aſſiſt us 
in making other Evacuations, to 
ſupply the Want of it. To this 
it is owing, that they have little 

or 


(45) 

or no Gout and Rheumatiſm in 
thoſe Parts ; for, the Juices of their 
Bodies being conſtantly rarefied and 
refined. by the natural Warmth 
of the Clime ; and there being 
ſuch large and continugl Diſcharges 

made, through the Meaſhes of Be 
Skin, That Sizyneſs of the Fluids, 
and Thoſe acrimonious Saks, which 
' Occaſion theſe Diſtempers, are, in 
a 'great Meaſure, carried off and 
prevented; tho' I make no doubt, 
but their Living ſo much upon 
Rice, Barly, Pulſe and ſome Sorts 
of Fruit, and their Drinking of 
Water, and Eating little or no 
Flefh-meats, doth ęxeatly contri- 
bute to their Preſervation from 
theſe Diſeaſes, as likewile to make 
the Small-Pox leſs Fatal to them, 
than it was heiFtofore. . 
I 


(49 


fe hath . 2 Notion fre- 


quenrly entertain'd, and muck 
propagated by the Indian Wri- 
ters, that the Lues Yenered, 
was: firſt; brought into Europe by 
the Spanzards; who, owed it to 
a Libidinous Converſation with 
the American Women, upon the 
firſt Diſcovery of thoſe Parts ; and 
that the bringing in the Small- 
Pox among them, was no more 
than the changing of one Dif 
eaſe for another. There is no 
Doubt to be made, but Colum- 
bus's Followers might pay dear 


for their Familiarities with the 


Female Inhabitants of this new 
World; but there are too ſtrong 


Proofs of the Antiquity of this 
H Diſtem- 
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flocu d into Aa and ' Africa, as 


(459) 


Diſtemper to imagine that It took 


s Its Riſe from thence. e138) 


; 4 9 


o Others tell us, that it was 


brought from the Siege of Na- 


ples, in the Lear 146% in the 
War between Charles the Eighth 


of France, and Alpbonſo King 
Naples. It is very certain, that 
the great Liberties, which were 
taken between the French Sol- 
Hers and the Italian Women at 
that Time, ſpread this faſhion- 
able Poiſon through the beſt A 


of the * French Army; yet J 


tan never think, that Are 1155 
Four tain "thoſe bitter Waters havt 


s WW 


fume have affir med, ſince Sali cetus 
EI. | { \ > > 'v 1 Lis | and 
Ale | TE 


Fee De ſerres Hiſtory of France. 
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and Gordonius, Who lived i in the 


Thirteenth Century, have both 
wrote of it: And à late Ingeni- 
ous Author tells us, that he hath. 
a very curious Manulcript, wrote 
by Mr. John Arden, Surgeon- to 
our Richard the Second and Harry 
the Fourth, wherein he hath ac- 
curately Geſcribed and treated of 
the Cure of the Venereal Di- 
ſtemper. The fame Perſon hath 
Ken 9 ftbm Ancient Records, that 
there were-'a Number of com- 
mon Stews kept on the Bank- 
fide in Southwark,” and allowed 
by Publick Authority, which were 
afterwards ſuppreſſed i in the 37th 
of Harry” the Eighth. Theſe 
Stews were under Regulation, and 
had many Laws and Ordinances 
88 them 3 


(52) 

ment, one of which was * That 
10 Stew- Holder ſhould keep an * 
Woman that bad the Perilous In- 
firmity of burning, which was the 
old Engliſs Word for à Gonor:- 
rhæa, or Clap; fo that from hence 
it appears, this Diſeaſe was known 
in our own Country, long be- 
fore the Siege of Naples; and 
we find. _ Moſes makes mention 
of the Flux of the Seed in Le- 
viticus, and terms them polluted, 
who Jabqured under it, and com; 
mands that they ſhall be driven 

out from the Aſlembly of te 5 
raelites. 


| H erodotus relates, that the Diſ- 
eaſe 7 belia, or Woman's Diſeaſe; 
£931 ba Ed Yoni Wh 
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was inflifted on the Scythians and 
their Offspring, for violating the 
Temple of Venus Urania, which 
was in Aſcalon; and tho' moſt 
of the Criticks have thought this 
Diſeaſe called Tbelia, to have 
been the Menſes, they were cer- 
tainly in an Error, fince it is 
very well known, that is not 
a Diſtemper that can be tranſ- 
planted upon any human Iflue ; 
beſides, all thoſe Diſeaſes which 
the Heathens imagined to be ſent 


by the Deities on Mankind, as a 


Puniſhment for their Crimes, were 
Contagious in their Nature. 


Many are of Opinion, that this 
* Diſtemper was known to Hip- 
| pocrates 
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pocrates, and that he hath de- 
ſeribed every Sympton of it, in 
ditferent Parts of his Works, tho” 
he hath not given any Name to 
it; this is certain, that both he 
and Galen make frequent mention 
of the Gonnorrbæa, which moſt 
are apt to think, was 4 Diſeaſe 
which proceeded from à Venereal 
Taint; tho! tis hard to affirm at 
this Diſtance of Time, that 1 
is the ſame with that, which now 
bears that Name, dust of this 1 
28 it fell ja my Way. 221319 $4.5 
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As to our Hiſtory of ah PR 
Pox, it were needleſs to be more 
particular, ſince, as I have before 
remarked,” the Writers on the 
Sudject are ſo numerous, that 
it is in one's Power that 
| will 


(55) 


will give himſelf a little Trouble, 
to ſee the State and Progrels of 
it in all the Kingdoms in Europe, 
down to the preſent Times. I 
ſhall only obſerve, that as no Na- 
tion in Europe hath felt its Seve- 
rity more than this Iſland, fo, 1 
may ſay it, with great Truth; for 
the Hon6ut of the Eugliſb Phyfei- 
ans, that none have been more Indu- 
ſtrious in finding out a proper Re- 
gimen for it, or have ſucceeded 
better in its Cure. For the Truth 
of this Aſſertion, I need only ap- 
peal to the Writings of that ex- 
cellent Phyfician of the laſt Age, 
Dr. Sydenham, who firſt taught 
us the proper Manner and Me- 
thod of uſing Opiates in this Di- 
ſtemper, which did not᷑ only very 
—_— contribute tothe Cure, but 
| like- 


(56) 

likewiſe to the Support of the 
Patient under the confluent Sorr, 
which before this Practice, was al- 
moſt inſupportable. 


Nor have we been wanting in 
our Advances towards a perfect 
Cure, even in this preſent Age, 
ſo far as the Nature and Virulency 
of the Diſeaſe will admit of it, 
as is evident from thoſe Hiſto- 
ries, ſo elegantly and accurately 
deſcribed, and not long ſince pub- 
liſh'd by the Learned Dr. Freind. 


To have given a particular Hi- 
ſtory of the Methods, that have 
been uſed in the Cure of this Di- 
ſtemper, at different Times, and 
in different Countries, as it was 
not my Intention, fo would it 

have 


(57) 


have required great Nicety of 
Skill and judgment; and I can- 
not but think, notwithſtanding 
the vaſt Variety of Authors on 
the Small-Pox, that there is any 
Diſeaſe that ſtands in greater Need 
of a judicious and experienced 
Writer : And as we have long 
been made to hope, that a Work 
of this Nature, will be publiſhed 
by a Perſon, whoſe true Lear- 
ning and Judgment, aſhſted with 
the greateſt Experience in the 
Practice of Phyſick, muſt make 
him every Way capable of the Un- 
dertaking ; ſo I doubt not, when 
it comes to be publiſhed, bur 1t 
will gain him, not only Honour 
and Applauſe from the whole 
Faculty of Phyfick, but like- 


wiſe, for its Uſefulneſs to Man- 
I kind, 


(58) 
kind, the Bleſſing of our lateſt Po- 
ſterity. 


There is one Objection to the 
Antiquity of this Diſtemper, which 
I ſhall juſt mention, before I con- 
clude this ſhort Efſay, which is, 
that we never find, in any of 
the Portraits of the ancient Greeks 
or Romans, any Perſon repre- 
ſented as marked or pitted with 
the Small-Pox. This, tho' the Ob- 
ſervation of a very learned Gen- 
tleman, I cannot think an Argu- 
ment of much Weight, ſince all 
know, that it is the Buſineſs of 
Limners to delineate and paint 
the Beauties, and not to ſet forth 
Blemiſhes or Deformities in their 
Paintings; and as to the giving 
2 Deſcription of a Perſon in Hi- 
ſtory, 


(59) 
ſtory, the Ancients generally ſpoke 
of their Cotemporaries, with Re- 
* gard to their Stature and Bulk, ra- 
ther than their Complex ion or Fea- 
| tures of their Face; ſo that were 
there not much Stronger Rea- 
| ſons to believe the Greeks and 
Romans Strangers to this Diſeaſe, I 
| ſhould not think this of much 
Force for that Purpoſe: 
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SHORT 


APPENDIX 


To Prove, That 


INOCULATION 


Is no SECURITY 


1 FROM THE 


Natural SMALL-POX, 


(3) 
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HEN the foregoing Eſſay 
was firſt publiſh'd, the 
Practice of Inoculating the Small 
Pox having met with ſome En- 
couragement, was become the 
chief Subject of common Conver- 
ſation, and I was ask'd by ſome, 
why, when I had fo fair an Op- 
portunity, I had forbore to give 
my Sentiments upon it ; but as I 
was always of Opinion, that no 
Propoſal, which had the Appear- 
ance of” an univerſal Benefit to 
Mankind, ſhould be rejected for 

B the 
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the Novelty of it, ſo neither ſhould 
it be too haſtily encourag'd, till 
by Length of Time and Experi- 


ence, we are thoroughly convinc'd 
of the Advantages that may ariſe 


from the Promotion of it. The 
Advocates for and againſt the In- 
graftment of this Diſtemper are 
very numerous: But whoever 
hath examin'd into this Phyfical 
Controverſy, will find, that there 
is one Point, in which the Ar- 
guments on both Sides center ; 
which 1s, that 1f 1t can once be 
prov'd that the ingrafting of the 
Small-Pox upon any Perſon is not 
a Security from his having it a 
ſecond time in the Natural Way, 
then the Experiment is ſo far 
from being advantageous, that it 
1s abſolutely uſeleſs. 2 


As 


7s) 


As for the Arguments which 
are us'd either for or againſt this 
Practice, I ſhall not concern my 
ſelf with them, my Defign being 
only to relate plain Facts, of the 
Truth of which every one hath 
it in his Power to ſatisfy him- 
ſelf. 


The followjng Account was put 
into my Hands by Mr. Dobyns, 
the Surgeon, and 1s part of a 
Letter ſent by one Mr. Jones, a 
Surgeon at Oſweſtry jn Shrop- 


ſhire. 


As for my Opinion of Inocu- 
f lating the Small-Pox, I do not 
© approve of it at all; for I have 
© try'd it upon ſeveral, and eſpeci- 
tally upon one little Girl about 
; two 


(6) 

* two Years old, in the Month of 
© Auguſt laſt; the Operation was 
* perfornr'd on the Ninth Day of the 
© Month, and in leſs than a Fort- 
© night the Pimples of the Small 
* Pox did appear ſo full, and fo 
© well, as if the Diſtemper had been 
© receiv'd in the Natural Way, 
without any Sickneſs at all; and 
* great Rejoicing there was; But 
about three Weeks after, the Child 
© fell fick again, but no mention of 
© the Small-Pox, but praifing God 
© that it was paſt, but it prov'd 
© to be the Small-Pox, and as thick 
as ever was ſeen upon a Child, 
© but praiſed be to God the Child 
F recover'd it, and I think that 
© there are but few that will be fo 
© bold as to think they can act con- 

* trary 


29 
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© trary. to Nature to do any thing 
© to Perfection. | 


Oſweſtry the 10th Dec, 7 


r. Jones being A Aa 
88 to me, I wrote to the 


Reverend Mr. Parry, Miniſter of 
the Pariſh, to * rg him to en- 
quire or the Truth of the 
Fat, who ſent me the Letter 
which I have here inſerted. 


S 1 R, 


© As ſoon as J receiv'd yours, 
J immediately enquird in- 
to the Matter. Mr. Jones, the 
© Surgeon tells me, that it was a 
© Child of his own, a little Girl a- 
© bout two Years old, on whom 
© he inoculated the Small- Pox; that 
od 


(8) 

it broke out very kindly, and in 

© about a Fortnights time the Child 
© was perfectly well again: But 
© three Weeks after her Recovety 
© from the inoculated Small-Pox, 
©ſhe fell fick again; and not in 
© the leaſt apprehending the Return 
© of that Diſtemper, he to his great 
Surprize found it was the Small 
© Pox in the Natural Way, which 
© had like to coſt the Child her 
© Life. This is the Account he 
gives me, and if it may be of any 
© Service to you, I ſhall be very 
glad, who am, 


15 
Tur * hal Servant, 


Ofweſiry Fun Ed, Parry: 
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| By che Account which . Joer 
Furs of his Child, ſhe appears to 
ave had a true genuine Sort of 
Small- Pox; for, that ſuch a Sort 
may be given by khis new Me- 
thod of Ingrafting; T make no 
manner of Doubt, having my ſelf 
feen a Child, which was inocula- 
ted by Mt. Serjeant Amyand, 
which had as fair and diſtinct a 
Kind as I ever ſaw, the Puſtules 
filling, ripening and ſealing off 
as regularly as they do in the 
Natural Sort; tho' I am inform- 
ed, that thofe Eruptions which 
proceed from Inoculation, are for 
the moſt part; very different from 
rhe Puſtules of the natural Small 
Pox ; and indeed, in "thoſe few 
Inoculated that I have ſeen, ex- 
tepting the Caſe before mention- 
S ed; 


(10) 
ed; I cannot ſay I ever ſaw one, 


who had any Appearance like 
thoſe of the Natural Small-Pox. 


But we have lately had an- 
other Inſtance of this Kind, in 
the Son of a Perſon of Diſtincti- 
on, who was inoculated by the 


Reverend Mr. Jobnſon: The Caſe 


was communicated to me by Mr. 
Gill, an Apothecary in Chelſea, 
at whoſe Houſe this young 
Gentleman was lodg'd, for the 
Conveniency of having this new 
Experiment try'd upon him. 


On the 7th of May aſt, the 
Incifions were. made, and the Pu- 
rulent Matter of the Small- Pox 
applied to them. 


The 


7 
1 
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( 
The 13th, the young Gentleman 
complain'd of a Pain in his Head. 


14th, He had ſomething like 
a Raſh appear'd, which the Ino- 
culator, call'd the firſt Appearance 


of the Small-Pox ; in the Evening 


he had a! Stool. 
' 15th, The Appearance of Yeſter- 


day was more to be diſtinguiſh'd ; 
he had a little Fever, and a Stool 
Morning and Evening. 


16th, Very little of the Eruption 
was to be ſeen, his Fever left him, 
in the Evening he had a Stool. 


175th, Nothing like the Small 
Pox was to be ſeen in the Morning. 


18th, Mr. Jobnſon viſited him, 
and aftirm'd that he was very 
C 2 ſecure 


0 K 12 ) 

ſecure from ever having the Small 
Pox. again: But at Night ſome- 
Heats appearing, he chang'd his 
Opinion, and ſaid, that he then 
had the Small Fox 0 kim. 

: 19th; The. ee of ve 
ſterday was vaniſh'd, and nothing 


like an Eruption to be ſeen upon 
the Patient. 


le 24th, 27th, and 31ſt, 105 
took purging P hyſick. 


Fine the ſecond ne was ſent 
Home, as perfectly recover'd from. 
the Rc OP SmalEPox ; ; but on 
the Eighth of the ſame Month, 
being very much out of Order, 
and the Family, one of which had 
never had the Diſtemper, being a 
little alarm 'd at this new Indiſ- 

poſition, 


(13) 

poſition, ſent the young Gentle- 
man back to his former Lodg- 
ing, and on the Ninth the Small 
Pox appear d in the natural Way, 
which proving to be a good Sort, 
and keeping their regular Courſe, 
after the uſual time ho Sickneſs, 
the Patient recovered. 


It were mich to * wiſh'd, that 
all thoſe who attend upon inoculat-! 
ed Patients, would uſe the ſame Di- 
ligence and . Induſtry; and be as 
exact in their Obſervations on the 
Courſe of this Diſtemper, as the 
Perſon who communicated this 
Caſe to me hath been; for thereby 
People would: ſoon be able to form 
2 right Judgment of the Uſefulneſs: 
or Diſadvantages of this Practice. 
For, notwithſtanding the Uncer- 
tainty of the Experiment in its. 

frequent 


(14) 
frequent failing td produce the 
Small-Pox, or even any Kind of 
Eruptions, yet if no very ill Con- 
ſequences attended the Patient from 
this Failure, I doubt not but many, 
eſpecially thoſe Families to whom 
this Diſtemper hath been remarka- 
bly fatal, would think themſelves 
ſufficiently juſtify'd for making 
this Experiment. But when it 
hath been prov'd that the Small- 
Pox given by Inoculation, is not a 
Security from having it again in 
the natural Way; All muſt agree 
that it is not the bare Notion of a 
tender Regard for the Safety of our 
Children or Relations can autho- 
riſe this Practice; for when once 
the Mark is ſet on the Door, where 


the Plague is, he that will enter, 
doth it at bis own Peril. 


(15) 


I have here given two Inſtances 


of Perſons, who have had the 
Small-Pox after Inoculation ; tis 
probable there have been more, 
many indeed are not to be expect- 
ed. It 1s but a ſhort time we have 
been acquainted with this PraQice, 
and the Number of thoſe who 
have been inoculated, not very 
confiderable, for ſo large an Iſland 
as this 15, 


As to the Uncertainty of this 
Experiment, there have been many 
Inſtances of it; but I know of none 
more remarkable than one which 


lately happen'd in the Family of 


a Lady of the firſt Quality, which 
I had. from a Perſon who attend- 
ed the Patients; and tho' it 15 not 
altogether to my Purpoſe, my De- 


ſign 


(16) 
fign being only to mention ſucki 
Caſes, where the Small-Pox hath 


been Lenken after Inoculation, 4 


hope the Reader will excuſe it, 
there being ſcarce any thing which 
relates to this Prattice, but may 
be in ſome Degree or other of uſe 
to the Publick: 


The Fact Una wi was this: : There 
were five Children in this Family 
inoculated by the Reverend Mr. 
FJobn ſon, two of theſe had a 
diftin& Small-Pox:/ A third, which 
was the youngeſt, and iböut four 
Years old, had ſome little Erup- 


tions, which vaniſh'd in about four 
and twenty Hours after. But 


about a Month from the Time he 
had been inoculated, a diſtinct 


Small-Pox broke out: upon him- 
One of the other two had ſome 
Eruption 
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Eruptions, not more than two ot 
three, which tame to Maturity, and 
went off favoutably z but the Ap- 
pearances being fo few, this Child 
was not look d upon, by the Atten- 
dants to have had the Small-Pox, 
The 5th ill continues well, having 
never had any kind of Eruption tho 
it is full two Months fince he was 
Inoculated. The Iſſue then, of this 
Experiment, was plainly this j out 
of five who were Inoculated; there 
were two who had a Small-Pox ; 
two others who had it not; and a 
fifth which had it at an unuſual 
Diſtance of time aftet Inoculation, 
and probably might take it by 
Infection from the two firſt who 
were Inoculated ;; for they were all 
kept in the ſame Room, during the 
time of their Itioculation: But it 
is to be obſerv'd; that all theſe had 
D very 
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very large Diſcharges, where the 

Inciſions were made; ſo plentiful, 
that it was with ſome Difficulty 
they were dry'd up. They are al] 
now in perfect Health, as the Per- 
ſon, who — me this Account, in- 
forms me. 1111 

| 1 Ake | ne ' Queſtion, from the 
great Character this noble Lady 
has in the World; and from her 
known Piety and” Indulgence to- 
wards: her Children, but ſhe- wag 
wrought upon in great Meaſure, by 
her Fears, this Diſtemper having 
deen fatal in her Family, to try 
this Experiment. | am heartily 
glid chat it hath” hitherto been at- 
tended with no other Conſequence, 
than that of a bare Diſappointment 
in two of the Inoculated; how well 
the other three are ſecurtd from 


Fuer 


ever having it in the natural Way, 
Time alone will ſhew : Thus much 
I think I may be authoriz'd to ſay, 
from the two Inſtances I have here 
given, thatno one upon Preſumption 
of his having had this Diſtemper by 
Inoculation, ſhould truſt himſelf in 
any Place where there is Infection; 
it being highly probable, that the 
young Gentleman, who was inocu- 
lated at Mr. Gili, took the Small 
Pox a ſecond time by Infection, 
from his Sifter, who was Inocula- 
ted ſome time after him; the 
Small- Pox breaking out upon Miſs 
upon the 18th of May, which was 
the Day on which it 2 with 
the young Gentleman, who con- 
tinu'd with his Siſter all the time 
of her Sickneſs ; ſhe had them very 
full, and they did not turn before 
the 27th, which was the Day on 
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der, two or three Facts relating to 
this new. Method of Ingraſting the 


Small Pon, which are of more 
Force to convince the Underſtand- 


ing, and direct the Will, than any 
Argumente drawn from the Nature 
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